[Secondary access routes for hemodialysis].
During the period of 1970-1985 375 arteriovenous fistulae were constructed in 248 dialyzed patients. The number of fistulae needed for long-term dialysis was significantly higher in women. Five-year cumulative patency rates were significantly better in the first fistulae than in the second, third or following fistulae. The best long-term patency rates were achieved in radiocephalic fistulae. Of all secondary vascular access procedures saphenous vein grafts proved to be the most reliable.